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amounted to a commission to command the Allied army.
It is said that some of the orders issued by Wrangel were
impossible to carry out. It was Frederick William's role to
avert catastrophe with firm tactfulness. If the old man
issued an order before retiring to his camp bedstead for the
night, it could usually be countermanded with confidence.
He would have forgotten about it when roused by his orderly
in the morning. But if he gave out an order after breakfast
or on the field of battle, the problem became a nightmare for
his Chief of Staff. The Commander-in-Chief was obstinate
and ferocious. Frederick William saved many lives by his
tact and generalship. In so far as credit was due in a cam-
paign in which victory was practically inevitable, that credit
went to the Crown Prince. When he was recalled to Prussia
at the end of May the great battles of the war had been
fought. He held the love and admiration of the army. He
had never spared himself on behalf of the troops nor shirked
the posts of danger and hardship.

He joined his wife and William at Hamburg and his railway
carriage was full of flowers, for his journey from the front
had been a triumphal progress.

IX

Bertie and Alix were travelling incognito in Germany that
summer. They came upon Vicky and'Fritz at Cologne.
Bertie was still angry with his eldest sister. She had been
much too Prussian in the late war. The encounter may have
been a little stiff. Judging by Bertie's letter home he had not
much use for Fritz, either. ' It is not pleasant to see him and
his A.D.C. always in Prussian uniform, flaunting before our
eyes a most objectionable ribbon which he received for his
deeds of valour (???) against the unhappy Danes.'

Prince Sigismund was born late in September. He had
less than two years to live, but he must have been a child of
great personality. Both father and mother worshipped
the ground he tottered over during his last few months of
life. Perhaps Vicky loved him best of all her children.